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Georgia DOT Bridge Rehab 

By: Karl Young 

 In March of 2016, GDOT awarded LCW this 
bridge rehabilitation project located between Carters-
ville and Rome, GA, approximately 1.5 hours north-
west of Atlanta.  There were a total of 14 bridges to 
repair with a variety of work items.  We’ve been 
steadily working since August on completing con-
crete patching, polymer bridge deck overlays, latex 
modified overlays, epoxy pressure injections, in-
stalling rip rap, and painting concrete side barrier on 
several of the 14 bridges.  Currently, eight of the 
fourteen are completed with the exception of joint 
sealing. 
 More than half the project dollar value rests with 
one set of twin bridges on SR 20 over the Etowah 
River.  It is here where we are replacing the 360 foot-
long bridge decks with a composite steel grid deck 
system.  The 33’ wide galvanized steel grid deck 
panels, typically measuring 6’ long, have been 
shipped to our Alpharetta, GA shop location repeat-
edly this fall.  Our crews precast and cure the panels 
in our yard, per approved design, prior to being 
shipped to the project site.  Voids are intentionally 
left in the precast at the bridge overhang sections.  
Voids are also strategically located where the steel 
girders fall; therefore, the on-site concrete closure 
pour can lock the deck panels together with the gird-
ers via shear studs.  We have 60 deck panels per 
bridge for a total of 120 panels on the project. 
 The first bridge deck was replaced in December.  
Some preliminary work was done to the bridge in 
preparation for our 14 day work window.  On No-
vember 28th we began the replacement by shifting all 
westbound traffic onto the eastbound bridge, turning 
a four-lane route into a standard two-lane road.  With 
all traffic on the sister bridge we had full access to 
the deck receiving surgery.  As usual, we were hit 
with adverse conditions.  After 43 straight days of no 
rain in the Atlanta area we were flooded with a cold 
rain for six out of the first eight days on site.  Also, in 
lieu of shear studs there was c channel welded to the 
top of each girder one foot on center.  This made the 
removal of existing bridge deck much more difficult 
and take three times longer than usual.   
 Once the removal of existing deck was finally 
complete we cleaned the top of the girders, set over-
hang jacks and formed the overhangs, set the new 
panels in place & leveled to grade, formed the 
haunches and edge beam locations, and welded the 
new shear studs prior to placing the cast-in-place 
closure pour.  With some assistance from a forklift, 
our 275 TN crane was able to set the 15,000 lb. 
panels half way across the 360’ bridge.  Hence, we 
completed half the bridge at a time resulting in two 
70 cubic yard concrete closure pours with a 24 hour 
accelerated strength small aggregate concrete mix.  
In addition to the deck replacement, we raised the 

bridge at Bent #2 in order to reset and weld the sole 
plates at the five girders.  Once the first half of bridge 
was complete we moved the crane to the opposite 
approach, which led to a few more headaches coordi-
nating with the power company to de-energize a line. 
 After the second half of bridge deck was complet-
ed the side barrier steel was tied and then slip 
formed.  Due to a thicker bridge deck resulting in a 
higher profile at the approach slabs, an asphalt shim 
was constructed to smooth the transition from road-
way to bridge and vice versa.  The bridge deck, by 
design, was then ground down a quarter inch to en-
sure a smooth surface between precast and cast-in-
place concrete.  The final stage, to be done in warmer 
weather, will be installing a 3/8” polymer overlay 
and seal the bridge joints. We’ve constructed several 
similar type projects in the past.  This, however, was 
the first time GDOT has replaced an entire bridge 
deck surface with the composite steel grid deck sys-
tem.  We are again pleased to be the contractor to 
perform the work on another prototype project.  
 I’m very proud to be part of the LCW team who 
not only pulled off this amount of work within a 
short two week time period, but did it fighting 
through the given adversity.  We are hoping for bet-
ter weather conditions when replacing the sister 
bridge deck in January, but aren’t holding our breath.  
Crews will be working through March to complete 
work at the other bridge locations, including the re-
maining polymer overlays, bridge joint sealing, and 
bridge painting.   
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SA F E T Y  UP DA T E  -  D A V E  S H I E L D S  

MA T E R I A L S  CO M PA N Y  -  D A N I E L  W H I T F O R D  

 The Holiday season is a bright and cheerful time for most of us, as it should be. It is a time to give thanks and enjoy time with 
friends and family. It’s also a time to reflect on the successes and failures of the last year and to make plans to improve where we 
can.  
 We are fortunate in that we had a very good year in 2016 with only a couple of injuries involving, by and large, freak circum-
stances that could not have been easily foreseen. We conducted many, many operations and concluded a large number of jobs with-
out incident. Taking care of your co-worker while also protecting yourself and the company is always a good policy, and our em-
ployees have gotten very good at it.  
 I’m working on the contents and agenda for the upcoming (2017) Safety Seminar, and there is a lot to talk about. If you can offer 
advice or help in preparing this year’s events, I would greatly appreciate your input.  I can be reached at 585-808-6634 or 
dshields@lcwhitford.com. 
 Meanwhile, best wishes to all of you for a safe and successful 2017, and thank you for making my world such an easy place in 
which to work.  

Pennsylvania P3 News 

 The Rapid Bridge Replacement Project is a public-private partnership with the Pennsylva-
nia DOT and Plenary Walsh Keystone Partners.  Plenary Walsh Keystone Partners is in the 
process of replacing 558 bridges throughout Pennsylvania.  The Walsh/Granite joint-venture 
team is leading construction.  The L.C. Whitford Materials Co. has contracts with the JV to 
provide prestressed concrete beams for six projects so far.  2017 deliveries are scheduled to 
begin in February.  The aggressive schedule has meant a very early startup this year.  We are 
currently pouring (18) bulb tee beams for JV-198 in Northampton County, (4) spread box 
beams for JV-072 in Warren County, and (14) adjacent box beams in Adams County.  P3 
beam bidding has been very busy with 43 quotations in the first two weeks of December.   
 We expect to be successful on a large percentage of these bids and are looking forward to an extremely busy year for 2017. 

                                    
  

 
 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O R N E R  -  B R A D  W H I T F O R D   

 2016 has proven to be a momentous year for LCW in many ways.  You may be tired of hearing about our 100-year anniversary, 
but I hope not.  If you are, I won’t bother you again until 2116!  In any event, my family is proud of this accomplishment, and we 
are equally proud of you.  This year has been one of the best years in the company’s history.   There really isn’t any trend that you 
can count on, or strategic plan that guarantees success.  At the end of the day, it is the talent and sustained effort of LCW people 
that make it happen.  Every year, it is the quality of our people, and combination of construction (NY & GA), Materials, Equip-
ment, Railroad & new ventures that puts us out front.  The pie chart always changes, but it’s still LCW pie. 
 Let’s keep on rockin’ in the new year. 
     Regards,  
     Brad 
 

Dave Shields “Banjo” 
Playing at Georgia 
Christmas Party 

100 Year Celebration at Whitford’s barn in  
Cuba, New York 

Some of Wellsville Office finest at Christmas Party 

mailto:dshields@lcwhitford.com
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 The Equipment Co. has had a strong finish to 2016.  We sold a 
new Morbark 1300B Tub Grinder that is being used for the Hurri-
cane cleanup in Hilton Head Island, SC.  We have also delivered 
two new TimberPro Feller Bunchers and two used ones.  The 
Equipment Company has just achieved an impressive milestone 
with TimberPro.  Since becoming a dealer in 2009, we have sold 40 
new machines! 
 We have also just taken delivery of a new Morbark 6600 Wood 
Hog Horizontal Grinder.  This is a powerful machine with a CAT 
C32, 1,125 HP Engine with a 66” by 50” infeed opening to grind 
large amounts of material.  The photo of both the 6600 and the 
1300B Tub Grinder is from Morbark’s Annual Demo Days which 
were held at the factory on October 13 and 14.  These two machines 
were just purchased by LCW and had our name displayed on 
them.  We had nine of our customers attend the event with us this 
year and a good time was had by all.  
 Thanks to everyone for all of the hard work and another great 
year for the equipment business!  
 

 

 

 

E Q U I P M E N T  C O M PA N Y  -  B R U C E  S T R A I G H T  

 GE ORGI A  UPDATE  -  K A R L  Y O U N G  

Status Summary of Current Projects 
Project #15058 – GDOT Bridge Rehab on 2 Bridges in District 1  
 This contract was to repair two bridges for GDOT located at SR 72 
over the Savannah River and SR 77 over Cedar Creek in northeast Geor-
gia.  In all, the work consisted of bridge jacking & bearing replacements, 
structural steel beam and bracing repairs, new modular joint installa-
tions, polymer bridge deck overlay, latex-modified concrete overlay, 
bridge painting, joint sealing and construction of new deck drain  
systems.  The work was completed at the end of December.  This was 
another job very well done by Joe Howland, Martin Ramos, Ernesto 
Fermin and crew. 
Project #15059 – GDOT Bridge Rehab on I-95 over Little Satilla River
  Already featured in the June Newsletter, the main work agenda for 
this project entailed Cathodic Protection Pile Encasements at 102 loca-
tions.  Other work included concrete patching, epoxy pressure injection, 
polymer bridge deck overlay, and sealing expansion joints.  Marty Wat-
son, Jose Mandujano and crew did a great job on the project, finishing 
on time and under budget by the September completion date.  Now 
GDOT has requested pricing for more encasements to be included in a 
change order; this project will most likely be extended into 2017. 
Project #16017 – GDOT Bridge Rehab on 14 Bridges near Rome, GA
 See Featured Job of this Newsletter 
Project #16027 – GDOT Railroad Signs and Striping in District 3
 We’ve completed many of these type projects over the years for 
GDOT.  The logistics of utility locates, material organization, and prop-
er planning are critical to making it a success.  We’ll be installing  
multiple signs and various roadway symbols & striping at 144 Railroad 
Crossing locations in middle Georgia.  The project will begin in  
February and be completed by the end of April. 
Project #16028 – GDOT Highway Signing Upgrades on I-16/I-75 Macon
 There are four Type 1 overhead sign structures on I-16 and 45 special 
roadside signs on this project in the I-75 and I-16 corridors near Macon, 
GA.  The special roadside signs are all constructed as of the end of  
December.  Jeff Harwood, Mark Pasternak and crew are doing an excel-
lent job.  We’ll be back in February and March to complete the founda-
tion work and hang the Type 1 overhead signs.  The project, including 
trimming of any conflicting trees, will be complete by the end of March. 
Project #16032 – Riverside Drive Sound Wall and Bridge Repairs 
 We spent less than a month on this project assisting another GDOT 
contractor, Baldwin Paving, as they completed a roundabout project on 
Riverside Drive at I-285 in Atlanta.  The bridge had concrete railing 
replaced, concrete patching, joint sealing and polymer overlay applied.  
We also constructed sound barrier walls to extend the existing sound 
walls, LCW originally constructed in 1998, closer to Riverside Drive.  

The project was finished in September. 
Project #16041 – GDOT Highway Sign Upgrades on I-20  
 Headlining our work for 2017 is this lengthy sign project stretching 
110 miles from Covington, GA to Augusta, GA.  We’ll be constructing 
one Type I overhead sign structure along with seven Type III butterfly 
structures in Augusta.  The majority of the work is constructing special 
roadside signs and structures at 210 locations along the I-20 corridor.  
Work will begin this spring and be completed by November. 
Project #16061 – GDOT Highway Sign Upgrades on GA 400 
 This recently awarded project is close to our Alpharetta office/shop.  
We’ll be replacing eight overhead signs and constructing a new Type 1 
overhead sign structure on GA 400 near Holcomb Bridge Rd.  The  
layout and survey will be completed shortly; the work will be done in 
February and/or March. 
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Georgia Jobs  

 Prec ision 2000 sub -  GADOT 
 s igns.  

New Jersey Jobs  

 Norfolk Southern-Concrete pier 
 repa ir ,  Hi l l sborough,  NJ.  

New York Jobs  

 Norfolk Southern-Span  
 rep lacement ,  Depew,  NY 
 Nat iona l Fuel -Mercer 
 containment .  
 NYSDOT/D263298 Standby 
 h ighway contract  Reg ion 5.  
 NYSDOT/D263332 Reg ion 5 
 job order cont ract .  
 Great  Lakes RR-Mount Morris,  
 NY stee l repa irs.  
 Erie County-Four bridge decks 
 & stee l repa irs.  

Ohio Jobs  

 Wheel ing Lake Er ie RR-
 Sycamore,  OH.  

Pennsylvania Jobs  

 PADOT/ECMS 82734-Bradford 
 County waterproof ing.  
 PADOT/ECMS 88638-SR 246 
 box cu lvert ,  Mckean Co. ,  PA.  
 PADOT/ECMS 85516-SR 4031 
 box cu lvert ,  Potter Co. ,  PA.  
 First  Energy-Yards creek crane 
 t ruck trench repairs.  

Virginia  Jobs 
 CSX Rail road-Reta in ing wal ls ,   
 Woodbr idge,  VA 

The L.C. Whitford Co., Inc.  

is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

MADAM PRESIDENT 
One sunny day in 2017, an old man approached the White House from Pennsylvania Avenue, where 
he had been sitting on a park bench. 
 

He spoke to the Marine standing guard and said, “I would like to go in and meet with President  
Hillary Clinton.” 
 

The Marine replied, “Sir, Mrs. Clinton is not the president and doesn’t reside here.” 
 

The old man said, “okay” and walked away. 
 

The following day the same man approached the White House and said to the same Marine, “I would 
like to go in and meet with President Hillary Clinton.” 
 

The Marine replied, Sir, as I told you yesterday, Mrs. Clinton is not the President and does not reside 
here.” 
 

The man thanked him and again walked away. 
 

The third day, the same man approached the White House and spoke to the very same Marine saying, 
“I would like to go in and meet with President Hillary Clinton.” 
 

The Marine, understandably agitated at this point, said, “Sir, this is the third day in a row that you 
have asked to speak with Mrs. Clinton, and I have told you each time that Mrs. Clinton is not the  
President and does not reside here.  Don’t you understand?” 
 

The old man said, “Oh, I understand you just fine… I just love hearing you say it.” 
 

With that the Marine snapped to attention, saluted, and said, “See you tomorrow, Sir.” 
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RAILROAD UPDATE -  C H U C K  M O N T A N Y E  

 

F I N A L  T H O U G H T  

“The ladder of success is best 
climbed by stepping on the rungs 
of opportunity.” 
  ~Ayn Rand 

 This has been a very busy year for the LC Whit-
ford railroad division.  In 2016 we obtained over 
$11 million in railroad contracts from seven differ-
ent railroads in seven different states.  We recently 
completed projects for “Mohawk Adirondack & 
Northern Railroad” in Newton Falls, New York, 
“Norfolk Southern Corp” in Waverly, New York, 
Lansing, New York, Lehighton, PA, Depew, New 
York and Hillsborough, New Jersey, “Conrail” in 
Sayreville, New Jersey and for “Wheeling & Lake 
Erie Railroad” in Sycamore, Ohio. 
 2017 promises to be just as busy for our railroad 
work.  Here is to a safe and productive NEW 
YEAR to us all.    
 
 

 
Waverly Center Pier 
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Lehighton 
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Lehighton 
before 


